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• The purpose of  a t urnabout  is t o 
t urn your vehicle around so you can 
go in t he opposit e direct ion.

• Use only when going around t he 
block is not  possible (Dead End road) .

TURNABOUTS !



TURNABOUTS

• U-t urn
• Three-point  or Y-t urn
• Two point  lef t  int o a driveway
• Two point  right  driveway (Back in)



MAKE TURNABOUTS 
• Only when it  is safe
• and
• legal t o do so! 



U-TURNS
• You must  have 500 feet  visibilit y in 

all direct ions.
• In Seat t le and many ot her cit ies 

t hey are illegal mid-block.
• They are not  legal in t he downt own 

business dist rict .
• In all areas, going around t he block 

is  t he best  and safest  may t o t urn 
yourself  around.



*Check your 
mirrors.        
*Signal right .   
*Check your right  
blindspot .

Prepare t o st op



*Posit ion:  St op 
close t o t he curb 
and just  prior t o 
ent ering t he 
int ersect ion. 
*Evaluat e: If  t his a 
safe and legal 
locat ion t o do a U-
t urn? 



*Evaluat e all 
direct ions for 
pedest rians and 
ot her t raf f ic. 
*Double check 
behind you (most  
vulnerable area) .



*Accelerat e:  
*When clear move 
slowly forward. 
*St eer a bit  t o t he 
right .



*Top right  corner:  
*Check f ront    
*Check rearview 
mirror           
*Check lef t  
blindspot              
* Is it  clear?



• When clear signal 
lef t

• and t urn sharply t o 
t he lef t .



• At  t he t op lef t  
corner:

• Check f ront
• Check mirror
• Check lef t  

blindspot
• Any t raf f ic 

present ?



• Target  t he proper 
lane.

• St raight en t he 
wheels for your 
lane.



• Scan 12 seconds 
ahead.

• Proceed if  clear.



• Prepare t o st op
• Posit ion right
• Evaluat e: Is it  safe & legal
• Evaluat e t raf f ic & 

pedest rians
• Accelerat e slowly
• Check at  t op right
• Signal lef t  and check 

blindspot
• Check at  t op lef t
• Target  lane
• May st op at  any four 

corners t o let  ot her 
vehicles t hrough

U-t urn at  an int ersect ion



THREE POINT TURNABOUT
“ Y-Turn”

• They are only legal on dead-end 
st reet s.

• Use only if  driveways or alleys are 
unavailable.

• Blocking several lanes of  t raf f ic can 
be hazardous.



ALWAYS ASK YOURSELF?

• Is it  legal t o do a 3-Point  here?
• Is it  safe t o do a 3-Point  here?
• Do you have any ot her opt ions? 



• Perform a right  
lane change, check 
mirrors, signal 
right  and check 
right  blindspot . 

• St op near t he right  
side of  road.



• Check mirrors for 
t raf f ic

• act ivat e lef t  t urn 
signal and

• st eer sharply lef t .
• Try t o t urn past  

perpendicular.



• Shif t  t o reverse, 
check t raf f ic all 
direct ions.

• Look over your 
right  shoulder out  
t he rear window.

• Back slowly 
t urning sharply 
right .

• Back up only as far 
as necessary.



• Shif t  t o drive
• Check for t raf f ic 

in bot h direct ions
• If  clear st eer 

sharply lef t



• Target  your lane 
and st raight en.

• Proceed if  clear.



TWO POINT LEFT 

• Simple t o do. 
• Simply t urn lef t  int o a driveway on 

t he lef t  side of  t he roadway.
• Back out  of  t he driveway, t urning 

sharply right . 
• Dangerous because you back int o 

t raf f ic. 



• Check rearview 
mirrors.

• Act ivat e lef t  t urn 
signal. 

• Check driveway and 
lef t  blindspot .

• Check for oncoming 
t raf f ic and 
pedest rians.

• Turn lef t  t arget ing 
t he cent er of  t he 
driveway.



• Keep your foot  
f irmly on t he foot  
brake and shif t  t o 
reverse.

• Check for and 
yield t o any 
pedest rians or 
t raf f ic.



• Check your right  
rear reference 
point  t o make sure 
you will clear t he 
curb.

• Look out  t he right  
rear side window.

• Do you see t he 
edge of  t he road?



• When clear, back 
slowly t urning 
sharply right .

• Target  out  t he 
rear window 
t oward t he cent er 
of  your lane.



• St op when you are 
on t arget .

• Shif t  t o drive.
• Check t raf f ic, 

proceed forward if  
safe.



TWO POINT RIGHT

• More dif f icult  t o do t han t wo point  
lef t  t urnabout . 

• You will back int o a driveway on 
your right . 

• Safest  of  all t he t urnabout s 
since you can easily see t raf f ic 
when you back. 



• Tap brake pedal.
• Perform right  lane 

change, check 
mirrors, signal 
right , check right  
blindspot . 

• St op about  3 feet  
f rom curb wit h 
rear of  car just  
beyond t he 
driveway.



• Shif t  t o reverse.
• Check for t raf f ic 

and pedest rians 
f rom bot h t he f ront  
and t he rear.

• Check your right  
rear reference point  
for clearance.

• When clear, look 
over right  shoulder.

• Back slowly t urning 
sharply right .

• Vision out  rear 
window t ill st opped.



• When on t arget  for 
t he cent er of  t he 
driveway, st op as 
you st raight en your 
wheels.

• Shif t  t o drive.
• Check and yield t o 

t raf f ic and 
pedest rians.



• When clear, make 
t he lef t  t urn int o 
t he f irst  available 
t raf f ic lane going 
t o your lef t .

• Target  ahead and 
proceed.



TURNABOUTS
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